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TRAIN BRAKE PIPE OBSTRUCTION 

FLEXIBLE AIRBRAKE HOSE 

 

Background 

On 2 July 2012 the supplier of airbrake hoses (Sigra Rolling Stock Components) issued a 
Technical Alert (copy attached) advising: 

“A manufacturing fault has occurred where there is a possibility of O ring cork like projections being 
extruded from the internal hose wall.  The projection takes the form of a 3mm diameter rubber extrusion 
coming out of the hose internal wall and can be up to 200mm long.   The incidence of wall extrusions is 
thought o be possible in about 1 in 1000 hose assemblies.” 

Sigra supplies brake pipe hoses to Tasmanian Railway Pty Ltd (TasRail).  TasRail advise that 
one anomaly in train brake performance has been experienced.    

The driver of a train operated by Tasmanian Railway Pty Ltd reported that the braking 
performance of his train was not as expected.  Apart from the train not slowing as expected, 
the driver reported that when applying the train brake the Brake Pipe (BP) Pressure gauge on 
the locomotive reduced as expected, but the corresponding reduction in BP pressure as 
indicated from the End of Train Unit was delayed beyond what would normally be the case. 

An inspection of the rolling stock involved found one hose pipe was obstructed.  Subsequent 
inspection of TasRail’s fleet detected a further 2 affected hose pipes (total of 3 affected pipes 
in 350 examined). 

Action 

The Rail Safety Unit urges all rail operators to heed the Technical Alert issued by Sigra 
Rolling Stock Components (copy attached).   
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